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THE    BASIS    UNDER   WHICH    THE    CONFERENCE 

WAS  HELD. 

I.  The  membership  of  the  Conference  to  consist  of  only  those  who 
are  invited  ;  these  to  be  the  Executive  heads  of  the  various  Societies  and 
Orders,  or  their  appointed  representative.  To  these  may  be  added  one  or 
two  names  of  those  who  have  been  valuable  helps  to  me  in  the  work,  or 
those  who  may  be  made  a  local  Committee  to  perfect  arrangements. 

II.  The  membership,  while  holding  oflficial  positions  as  a  fact  in 
various  organizations  and  societies  of  which  they  are  members,  assemble 
in  the  proposed  Conference  in  no  official  capacity  whatever,  but  simply 
and  only  as  citizens  and  Americans. 

III.  The  action  of  the  Conference  is  to  be  advisory  only.  It  is  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  no  pledges  shall  be  asked  of  any  man,  either 
before,  during  the  meeting,  or  at  its  close,  that  w^ould  bind  either  the 
members  of  the  Conference  or  their  Societies  to  any  specified  course  of 
action.  The  meeting  is  for  the  interchange  of  views,  and  for  the  better 
understanding  of  the  dangers  that  menace  our  free  institutions. 

IV.  The  purpose  of  the  Conference  is  to  consider  : 

1st. — The  dangers  that  menace  our  country.  What  they  are.  How 
they  are  made  up.  Why  they  are  dangerous.  To  examine  or  to  prepare 
a  way  for  a  full,  clear  and  honest  examination  of  each  and  all  of  them  in 
detail. 

2d. — The  means  we  have  in  hand  and  can  use,  and  the  plans  we  can 
inaugurate  to  meet,  to  fight,  to  master  and  to  overturn  these  wicked 
things  that  would  take  aw'ay  onr  liberties. 

Note. — The  Conference  is  jyrivate,  and  it  is  intended  to  be  known 
only  to  those  who  are  in  attendance  at  its  meetings. 
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Atlantic  City,  June  15th,  1889, 
136  South  Maryland  Ave. 

The  accompanying  papers  representing  tlie  unfinished  business  of  the 
Conference  are  transmitted  for  consideration  and  for  such  action  as  shall 
appear  to  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the  several  organizations. 

The  Conference  deemed  it  proper  to  submit  the  papers,  and  the  subjects 
they  suggest,  first  to  the  several  bodies  represented  and  to  reserve  their 
own  action  in  regard  to  them  until  the  second  session  of  the  Conference. 

HENRY  BALDWIN, 

Chairman. 
W.  J.  STONEE, 

Secretary. 
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ABSTRACTS  OF  SUBJECTS. 


The  following  has  been  prepared  as  an  aid  in  the  considera- 
tion of  the  several  papers  submitted  to  the  Conference. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  harmonize  the  subjects,  but  in 
several  places  interlineations  have  been  made.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  several  Societies  and  Orders  will  feel  the 
importance  of  giving  each  of  these  measures  a  careful  consid- 
eration, and  pass  upon  them  as  the  necessities  of  the  hour 
demand.  Our  country  calls  for  the  aid  of  all  who  love  her 
and  her  free  Institutions  of  Liberty. 

IMMIGRATION. 

Radical  changes  are  required  in  regard  to  Imoiigration. 
Immigrants  should  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  before 
a  proper  United  States  official  before  being  permitted  to  take 
passage.  They  should  be  of  good  moral  character  and  of  good 
health.  The  vicious  and  worthless,  criminals,  and  other  dan- 
gerous classes,  should  be  excluded. 

Immigrants  should  contribute  to  the  United  States  Trea- 
sury a  sum  sufficient  to  ensure  the  landing  of  only  those  who 
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are  proper  for  citizenship.  Immigrants  only  admitted  on 
probation,  and,  if  found  to  be  worthless,  to  be  returned  at  the 
expense  of  government  or  parties  who  brought  them. 

NATURALIZATON  AND  CITIZENSHIP. 

Extend  the  term  to  fourteen  years.  No  person  permitted  to 
vote — 

1st. — Who  cannot  understand  and  read  the  English 
language. 

2d. — Who  cannot  speak  the  English  language  (except  deaf 
and  dumb). 

od. — Who  cannot  write  the  English  language. 

4th. — These  conditions  to  apply  to  native-born  and  foreign- 
born  alike. 

Attention  being  called  to  the  statement  that,  in  seventeen 
States,  a  man  can  vote  in  city,  local,  State,  and  United  States 
elections,  by  simply  declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen, 
it  is  important  that  the  laws  of  these  States  be  so  amended 
that  none  but  actual  citizens  be  allowed  to  vote.  The  name, 
of  the  States  are :  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Minne- 
sota, Missouri,  Nebraska,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Texas,  Wis- 
consin. 

EDUCATION. 

Protection,  perpetuation,  and  extension,  of  the  American 
Free-school  System — 

1st. — By  placing  it  under  control  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 
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2d. — By  establishing  a  National  University. 

3cl. — By  amending  the  Constitution  to  secure  tliese  objects. 

A  law  forbidding  a  Romanist  from  holding  any  position  in 
the  Public  Scliool  System  of  any  kind  whatever.  A  law  for- 
bidding the  teaching  the  creed,  form  or  ceremonies  of  any  sects 
religious  organization  or  society  in  the  Public  Schools. 

Any  church  or  society  which,  because  denied  the  privilege 
of  teaching  its  own  dogmas  in  the  Public  Schools,  intrigues 
to  prevent  any  moral  teaching  in  them,  should  be  regarded  as 
a  public  enemy ;  and  every  attempt  to  separate  children  of 
Public  Schools  by  sect,  creed,  or  class,  as  anti-American. 

All  the  children  should  be  taught  of  every  class  of  citizens, 
and,  to  the  end  that  the  instruction  should  be  suitable,  the 
State  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint  visitors,  who  shall 
inspect  all  schools,  both  public  and  private,  and  prescribe  a 
standard.  The  teaching  of  foreign  languages  to  be  abandoned 
in  all  Public  Schools.  The  teaching  of  American  History, 
the  American  System  of  Government  and  Political  Economy 
to  be  especially  introduced  in  all  schools  of  every  grade, 
public  and  private. 

In  connection  with  the  above  the  following  was  submitted 
by  the  Rev.  George  S.  Baker:  "  Whereas  the  composite  charac- 
ter of  our  population,  the  diversity  in  the  details  of  their 
religious  belief,  and  the  equal  rights  of  all  before  the  law, 
renders  it  impracticable  for  the  State  in  her  common  schools 
to  go  beyond  secular  instruction  with  the  accepted  principles 
of  social  morality,  supported  by  a  universally  received  belief 
in  responsibility  to  a  Supreme  Being,  and  to  society ;  therefore, 
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Resolved,  That  we  urge  parents  in  their  homes,  and  religi- 
ous people  in  their  various  places  of  religious  teaching  and 
worship,  to  greater  care,  fidelity  and  zeal  in  the  religious 
education  of  their  own  children  and  youth,  as  supplementary 
to  their  common  school  education. 

CHURCH  AND  STATE. 

Americans  are  unanimously  opposed  to  the  recognition  of 
any  National  Church  of  Belief. 

No  public  moneys,  credits,  property,  or  the  use  of  same,  given 
to,  or  special  laws  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  any  religious  sect 
or  body. 

What  provision  exists  in  the  United  States  Constitution  to 
secure  the  separation  of  Church  and  State  ?  Is  Christianity 
established  "  by  law  "  or  only  in  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen  ? 

The  Society  of  Jesus  in  the  United  States ;  their  organization 
and  work  in  this  country.  More  than  half  of  the  Jesuits  of  the 
entire  world  said  to  be  here.  The  claim  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  How  is  it  possible  to  arouse  Americans  to  understand 
the  matter  as  it  is  ? 

The  statement  is  made  that  the  holding  of  a  State  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  New  York  was  prevented  by  the  orders 
of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  fearing,  that  if  a  Convention  should  be 
held,  appropriations  for  parochial  schools  would  be  prevented. 

The  question  follows  "  if  the  Pope  of  Rome  has  power  to 
defeat  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  hold- 
ing a  State  Constitutional  Convention,  is  it  not  to  be  feared 
that  in  time  he  may  have  power  to  nullify  the  Constitution 
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of  the  United  States?  If  the  Roman  Catholics  are  in  ma- 
jority in  any  State  is  there  any  security  in  the  United  States 
Constitution  against  their  religion  being  established  by  law 
in  that  State  ?  Is  it  too  late  to  save  America  from  Roman 
domination  and  civil  war  ?  How  shall  we  save  our  courts 
from  becoming  part  of  the  Roman  machine  ? 

Roman  societies  are  arming ;  can  Americans  defend  their 
heritage?  If  Protestant  Americans  are  driven  from  America, 
where  will  they  go  ? 

THE  AMERICAN  HOME  AND  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

In  this  land  of  Homes,  and  where  any  man  and  every  man 
may  own  a  home  of  his  own,  it  becomes  a  question  of  serious 
importance  to  devise  plans  whereby  the  working  man  may  be 
able  to  secure  his  homestead  free  and  clear  of  all  incum- 
brances.    In  this  connection  attention  is  called. 

1st. — To  the  vast  amount  loaned  on  mortgages,  the  number 
of  farms  and  homes  unpaid  for. 

2d. — To  the  growth  of  landlordism.  The  large  number  of 
rented  farms  and  the  vast  tracts  of  land  owned  and  controlled 
by  men  who  are  not  only  aliens  but  residents  of  foreign  lands. 
The  passage  of  laws  by  every  State  and  the  United  States 
whereby  only  citizens  shall  be  permitted  to  hold  real  estate 
under  any  circumstances. 

The  provision  of  the  homestead  law,  whereby  a  foreigner,  on 
declaring  his  intentions  to  become  a  citizen,  shall  be  entitled 
to  160  acres  of  government  land  upon  certain  conditions,  to  be 
repealed,  and  none  but  citizens  be  entitled  to  its  benefits. 
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MONOPOLIES,  COMBINATIONS,  TRUSTS. 

All  combinations  formed  for  the  purpose  of  restricting  the 
production  and  distribution  of  wealth  to  be  placed  under  the 
control  of  wise  and  healthful  laws.  In  this  connection  atten- 
tion is  called  to  1 — The  grave  state  of  the  labor  question. 
2 — To  political  combinations  to  secure  offices,  places  of  trust 
and  valuable  franchises. 

"  They  buy  any  and  everything  from  Constable  to  Presi- 
dent." 

AMERICANISM. 

A  purer  type  of  Americanism  needed — Americans  need  to  be 
Americanized.  The  cultivation  of  self  reliance,  the  knowledge 
of  the  actual  w^orth  of  things  American,  and  less  dependence 
upon  influence  from  outside. 

We  need  the  encouragement  and  support  of  the  newspapers. 
How  shall  we  develop  and  strengthen  a  distinctively  Ameri- 
can free  press  ? 

The  various  organizations  have  the  powder  and  should 
compel  the  public  representatives  in  Congress,  Legislatures, 
and  public  positions,  to  place  their  gifts  of  office  and  honor 
ONLY  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  conspicuous  for  their 
known  devotion  to  the  advancement  of  the  American  plan  of 
civilization.  "  Partisanship  as  now  understood  and  ])racticed  is 
one  of  our  greatest  dangers  and  evils." 

We  should  have  "less  hyphenated  Americans."  There 
should  be  established  such   a  public  sentiment,  as   not  only 
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those  born  on  the  soil,  but  those  who  come  from  outside 
shall  be  glad,  and  feel  it  an  honor,  to  be  known  simply  as 
Americans. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Is  it  possible  to  consolidate  American  Patriots?  Where  can 
we  find  leaders  to  save  our  free  institutions  ?  The  following 
plans  for  organization  are  submitted  for  consideration. 

1. — a.  It  is  not  wise  to  form  a  new  party,  but  rather  a  com- 
pact organization,  which  like  the  Romanists  shall  "  hold  the 
balance  of  power."  6.  Have  every  man  who  joins  the  organi- 
zation pledged,  w^iile  he  follows  his  political  preferences  as  to 
party  in  other  things,  to  vote  for  no  candidate  for  office  who 
will  not  give  a  written  pledge  to  support  the  principles  of  the 
organization,  c.  Have  these  principles  clearly  and  fairly 
stated  in  two  or  three  points  to  which  every  loyal  citizen  of 
either  party  can  subscribe. 

2. — a.  All  must  harmonize  on  a  platform,  and  our  votes 
and  influence  must  be  cast  solid  for  the  party  which  will 
support  our  pfinciples,  even  though  it  be  the  party  which  we 
have  previously  opposed,  b.  Form  American  clubs  every- 
where, and  influence  as  far  as  possible,  one  or  both  of  the  old 
parties  to  adopt  our  views,  c.  If  neither  party  will  aid  us, 
then  with  our  clubs  organized  throughout  the  nation,  we  will 
be  able  to  form  a  party  of  our  own  and  accomplish  our  objects. 

3. — a.  Unite  all  the  existing  orders  and  societies,  permitting 
them  all  to  retain  their  individuality,  and  in  no  case  inter- 
fering with  their  internal  affairs  by  the  erection  of  a  Central 
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Headquarters  which  shall  be  the  property  of  all.  b.  The  pro- 
vince of  this  Headquarters  is  to  collect  and  to  distribute  facts, 
data  and  information  that  shall  be  valuable  for  the  uses  and 
purposes  of  the  Orders  and  Societies  and  for  the  well  being 
of  our  country. 

THE  LiaUOR  aXIESTION. 

The  eradication  of  gambling  and  drinking  dens.  Proper 
legislation  regarding  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  wine  and 
liquors  of  all  kinds.  The  cultivation  of  the  grape  for  wine 
making. 
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PAPERS 


To  THE  Conference  of  the  American  and  Protestant  Organi-  ' 

ZATIONS  IN  THE  UNITED   STATES  :  | 

Gentlemen: — Invited  as  a  veteran  of  the  United  Americans  (the  I 

oldest  of  the  American  Societies)  to  attend  and  take  part  in  your  delibera-  S 

tions,  I  regret  to  say  that  a  severe  family  affliction  deprives  me  of  the  I 

honor  of  being  present  with  you.   AYith  a  subsequent  invitation  to  prepare  ' 

and  transmit  my  views  upon  the  matters  which  should  be  brought  before  i 

the  Conference,  I  now  willingly  attempt  to  comply  ;  premising,  however,  ! 

that  nothing  shall  be  here  said  in  a  dogmatic  spirit,  but  simply  as  a  con-  j 

tribution  of  thought  to  the  discussion  of  the  hour.  I 

Our  great  First  President  amid  the  joyful  pageantry  of  his  first  inau-  j 

guration,  looking  beyond  the  passing  parade  to  the  deeper  significance  of  I 

the  step  he  was  taking,  says  in  his  diary  that  "  considering  the  reverse  of  j 

this  scene,  which  may  be  the  case  after  all  my  efforts  to  do  good,  it  filled  I 

my  mind  with  sensations  as  painful  as  they  were  pleasing."  Washing- 
ton's intense  patriotism  was  as  nobly  exhibited  in  this  thoughtful  con- 
sideration for  the  future  of  his  country's  liberties  as  ever  amid  the  din  of 
battle  and  of  glorious  victory  in  their  defence. 

Standing  upon  the  threshold  of  a  second  century  in  our  constitutional 
history,  may  we  not,  as  Americans  true  to  our  inborn  instinct  of  love  of 
country,  imitating  the  patriotism  of  Washington,  draw  lessons  of  wisdom 
from  his  prophetic  vision  ;  and  amid  the  glories  of  our  civic  edifice,  dis- 
cern dangers  gathering  beneath  the  horizon  of  our  greatness,  threatening 
the  liberties  bequeathed  us  by  our  patriot  sires. 

The  magnitude  of  the  work  of  our  American  fathers  is  exhibited  all 
around  us  in  the  greatness  of  the  inheritance  they  have  left  us.  When 
we  consider  the  vast  superiority  of  the  institutions  they  established  for  us, 
in  comparison  with  those  of  all  other  nations  of  the  earth,  the  great  capa- 
bilities of  human  enjoyment,  and  the  completest  development  of  our  race 
under  these  institutions,  when  honestly  administered  in  the  spirit  of  the 
founders,  we  should  incur  the  guilt  of  base  ingratitude  were  we  to  fail 
to  honor  the  memories  and  perpetuate  the  spirit  and  example  of  the  great 
framers  of  American  freedom. 
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A  retrospective  glance  shows  us  that  circumstances  are  now  confront- 
ing us  on  this  opening  of  a  new  political  century,  differing  greatly  from 
those  which  prevailed  at  the  first.  Then  we  were  as  a  people,  homoge- 
neous, mainly  rural,  simple,  independent,  with  a  wonderfully  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  general  wealth.  Xow  we  are  confronted  with  a  huge  immi- 
gration, developed  into  collossal  proportions,  changing  the  character  of 
our  population,  undermining  tlie  respect  once  held  for  honest  labor, 
bringing  in  its  train  an  unequal  distribution  of  w^ealth,  and  dividing  us 
Into  classes. 

Of  these  immigrants,  many  are  of  moral  worth,  similar  to  our  original 
stock,  and  are  a  valuable  acquisition.  Readily  assimilating  themselves 
with  us,  we  gladly  welcome  them.  But  many  others,  from  a  long  training 
and  bred  back  for  centuries  under  adverse  European  influences,  fail  to 
come  into  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions.  Accustomed 
to  little  contact  with  civic  affairs  save  through  police  regulations,  they  do 
not  comprehend  the  source  from  which  our  liberties  have  sprung,  and  that 
our  free  institutions  are  the  development  of  centuries  of  struggle  and 
sacrifice  for  principle,  both  in  the  old  world  and  new. 

Of  these  latter,  to  one  class  the  very  term  "Free  Government"  is  a 
paradox;  failing  to  realize  that  man  must  always  be  subject  to  laws,  natural 
and  moral,  human  and  divine,  the  idea  of  freedom  to  them  is  one  of 
license  for  their  appetites  and  propensities.  Accordingly,  the  restraints  of 
our  government  laws,  and  wholesome  social  and  moral  checks,  they  seek 
to  throw  off,  and  substitute  instead  their  own  crude  vagaries,  rudely 
trampling  under  foot  our  decent  Sunday  and  religious  customs  ;  counter- 
acting our  moral  and  educational  influences  by  haunts  of  intemperance 
and  vice,  and  disseminating  prmciples  antagonistic  to  social  order  and 
liberty  guarded  by  law\ 

Another  wing  of  this  latter  class  of  immigrants,  while  holding  better 
views  of  social  order,  are  nevertheless  under  the  control  of  a  politico-reli- 
gious system,  foreign  and  antagonistic  in  its  views  and  purposes  to  the 
whole  foundation  of  our  American  civic  and  social  fabric.  With 
Eomanism  as  a  mere  spiritual  force  w^e  have  nothing  politically  to  do. 
But  with  the  interference  of  the  Roman  hierarchy  in  our  educational 
and  political  affairs,  we  have  as  American  patriots  every  thing  to  do.  The 
society  of  Jesuits,  which  manages  the  contact  of  Rome  with  the  outward 
world,  is  the  most  subtle  and  complete  political  organization  mankind  has 
ever  known,  its  machinery  extending  throughout  the  earth  ;  there  is  no 
quarter  in  which  its  workings  are  more  felt,  nor  its  connection  with  the 
central  power  closer,  than  in  the  United  States.  Claiming  a  monopoly  of 
public  morality  as  well  as  of  religion  and  to  be  the  sole  almoner  of  human 
happiness,  Rome  is  the  natural  enemy  of  any  scheme  of  civilization,  how- 
ever beneficent,  which  does  not  proceed  from,  and  is  not  controlled  by 
herself  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  principle  she  seeks  the  overthrow  of  all 
public  instruction  not  dominated  by  her  prelates  and  priests. 

The  attack  upon  our  common  school  system  inaugurated  fifty  years 
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ago,  and  ever  since  persistently  followed  up,  was  in  pursuance  of  a  well 
laid  plan  to  undermine  our  civilization  and  liberties. 

First  they  agitated  against  the  Bible  in  our  schools  on  the  ground  that 
its  use  interfered  with  their  rights  of  conscience.  Having  largely  suc- 
ceeded, through  our  supineness  and  the  coward  selfishness  of  politicians, 
they  now  set  up  the  cry  that  our  schools  are  godless  ;  destitute  of  morals; 
heathen  ;  and  they  arrogantly  claim  a  division  of  the  public  school  fund, 
that  they  may  set  up  schools  of  their  own  sect  supported  by  the  public 
money  ;  schools  controlled  by  the  Jesuits,  in  which  the  facts  of  history 
may  be  garbled  or  suppressed,  moral  truths  obscured  by  dark  supersti- 
tions, and  the  youthful  mind  trained  in  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  true 
liberty  and  the  grand  struggles  through  which  it  has  been  developed.  A 
generation  of  minds  trained  up  at  our  own  expense  under  such  perverting 
influences,  would  be  fitting  instruments  to'  overthrow  our  liberties  and 
enslave  our  children. 

With  the  growth  of  these  deleterious  and  antagonistic  influences,  the 
growth  of  political  corruption  has  also  kept  even  pace.  The  blind  spirit 
of  party  leads  its  frenzied  devotees  to  not  only  drop  down  and  make 
compromises  with  these  degrading  elements,  but  also  to  corrupt  the  elec- 
tive franchise  by  the  direct  purchase  of  their  votes  at  the  polls.  Thus 
defiling  a  great  palladium  of  our  civil  freedom,  converting  its  very  temples 
into  pest  houses  of  vice  and  corruption,  and  accelerating  the  elements  of 
decay  in  our  civic  edifice.  With  these  influences  left  unchecked  it  can 
only  be  a  question  of  time  when  our  free  nation  shall  succumb  to  the 
same  causes  that  have  wrecked  all  those  Republics  which  have  preceded 
ours. 

Brethren,  our  liberties  were  purchased  by  sacrifices,  by  the  self-denying 
heroism  of  our  American  fathers.  At  this  crisis,  may  it  not  be  that  sim- 
ilar sacrifices  are  called  for,  on  our  part,  to  maintain  them?  May  we  not 
need  the  exercise  of  the  same  God-fearing  patriotism  that  characterized 
Washington  and  his  associates. 

To  discern  and  to  properly  sense  these  dangers,  gnawing  like  canker- 
worms  in  our  midst,  and  to  devise  the  means  for  their  destruction  ere 
they  reach  the  heart  of  the  Tree  of  our  Liberties,  and  then  to  unite  as 
one  in  hearty,  patriotic  labor  for  the  furtherance  of  such  means,  would 
seem  to  be  the  true  and  normal  work  of  our  American  and  Protestant 
Orders  and  Societies. 

1st.— Measures  for  the  restriction  and  proper  regulation  of  foreign 
immigration,  so  as  to  exclude  the  vicious,  the  w^orthless,  the  criminal  and 
the  dangerous. 

2d. — For  the  careful  revision  of  our  Naturalization  Laws,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  hasty  and  improper  making  of  citizens. 

3d. — For  the  abolition  of  alien  suffrage. 

4th. — For  the  requirement  of  a  reading  qualification  for  voters. 
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5th. — For  the  purification  of  the  ballot,  the  prevention  of  election 
frauds,  and  the  punishment  of  bribery  and  corruption  as  treason. 

6th. — For  the  eradication  of  those  "  foul  plague-spots  on  the  body  pol- 
itic," the  gambling  and  drinking  dens,  and  their  political  power. 

7th. — For  the  reservation  of  the  public  lands  for  bono,  fide  settlers  and 
American  citizens. 

8th.— For  the  discouragement  of  all  Monopolies  and  Trusts,  or  un- 
American  combinations,  whereby  aggregated  cai)ital  may  depress  Agri- 
culture and  other  honest  industry. 

9th. — For  the  maintenance  of  our  Common  School  System  intact, 
upon  the  moral  basis,  as  established  by  the  founders  of  our  States  and 
Commonwealth;  and  the  nationalization  of  public  education,  mental, 
moral,  and  industrial,  as  far  as  consistent  with  the  rights,  functions,  and 
autonomy  of  the  States :    These  all  seem  necessary  at  this  crisis. 

It  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  State  to  see  that  its  future  citizens  are 
instructed  in  those  great  moral  truths  upon  which  our  laws  and  social 
order  are  based.  These,  the  Commandments,  the  law  of  responsibility, 
and  the  ethics  of  Christ,  upon  which  all  claim  to  agree,  whether  Protest- 
ant, Catholic,  or  Jew,  should  be,  as  formerly,  taught  in  the  common 
schools,  both  by  precept  and  example.  At  the  same  time,  no  sectarian 
teaching,  whether  Protestant  or  Catholic,  Jew  or  Mahommedan,  should 
be  suffered. 

Any  church  or  society  which,  because  denied  the  privilege  of  teaching 
its  own  dogmas  in  the  Public  Schools,  intrigues  to  prevent  any  moral 
teaching  in  them,  should  be  regarded  as  a  public  enemy;  and  every 
attempt  to  separate  children  of  Public  Schools  by  sect,  creed,  or  class,  as 
anti-American. 

The  elements  of  Civic,  a  knowledge  of  American  History,  and  of  the 
origin  of  our  free  institutions,  together  with  a  sound  patriotism  and  rev- 
erence for  the  Founders  of  our  Liberties,  should  also  be  inculcated  in  our 
Public  Schools. 

The  morality,  inculcated  by  precept  and  example  in  these  schools,  will 
largely  determine  the  morality  of  the  American  Home  for  all  the  future. 

Washington,  witli  his  usual  patriotic  foresight,  in  his  last  Message  to 
Congress,  in  1796,  in  connection  with  recommendations  for  an  Agricul- 
tural Institution  and  a  Military  Academy,  also  pointed  out  the  advan- 
tages of  a  great  Xational  University,  to  be  established  by  the  Government. 
Joel  Barlow,  a  i)oet,  statesman  and  pliilosopher  of  the  early  days  of  our 
Republic,  in  a  letter  to  Senator  Abraham  Baldwin,  in  ISOO,  next  unfolded 
a  plan  for  a  Xational  University,  and,  soon  afterwards,  published  a 
''Prospectus,"  in  which  he  forcibly  and  eloquently  set  forth  the  advan- 
tages of  such  an  institution.  This  "  Prospectus  "  provided  for  a  curricu- 
lum embracing  the  whole  range  of  human  knowledge,  including  Agricul- 
ture, Mining,  and  all  the  useful  arts  and  trades. 

Jefferson,  and  other  leading  men,  gave  this  project  their  support,  and 
it  met  with  so  favorable  a  response  that  a  bill  of  incorporation  was  intro- 
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duced  into  the  Senato  of  tlio  [Initcd  States  in  ISOd.  Tiif^opposition  of 
tlie  then  existing?  colleges,  jind  the  aljsorption  of  the  pnblic  th«)Ught  in 
material  development,  cansed  the  faihne  of  its  passage. 

The  Roman  hierarchy,  with  far-reaching  views  of  conqnest,  has  lately 
set  up,  at  the  National  Capitol,  a  rnagnilicently  endowed  University,  to 
influence  the  thought  of  our  national  leaders,  make  prominent  proselytes, 
and  facilitate  its  control  of  our  national  destiny  ;  and  thoughtful  patriots 
are  now  considering  the  question,  whether  we  onght  not  now  take  mea- 
sures looking  towards  a  coimter  movement. 

The  projects  of  Washhigton  and  Barlow  have  been,  accordingly, 
revived,  and  a  grand  American  IsTational  University,  is  now  mooted,  so 
comprehensive  in  its  curriculum  as  to  attract  all  classes  of  students  to  its 
lialls,  and  develop  a  class  of  national  minds  fitted  to  shape  the  destinies 
of  the  country.  Now  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ideal  set  up  is  a  grand 
one.  It  would  tend  to  nationalize  public  education,  affording  a  center 
from  which  might  proceed  an  influence,  elevating  and  giving  tone  to  the 
whole  system  of  instruction  throughout  the  States.  Through  its  indus- 
trial features,  it  would  excite  interest  in  ISIanual  Schools,  putting  brains 
into  and  elevating  honest  labor ;  through  the  ingathering  of  great  num- 
bers of  students  from  every  locality,  it  would  tend  to  root  out  Section- 
alism; and,  administered  with  a  right  tone  and  sentiment,  be  a  grand 
means  of  inspiring  patriotism  in  our  j'oung  men,  binding  them  more 
closely  to  the  national  heart. 

But  no  fountain  can  rise  higher  than  its  source.  Oar  whole  people 
need  first  to  be  more  Americanized;  Jesuit  and  agnostic  attempts  to  strip 
it  of  all  moral  quality  and  influence  would  certainly  have  to  be  overcome, 
and  it  would  need  be  secured  forever  from  all  political  party  influences  or 
sectarian  interference.  When  all  this  can  be  done,  the  establishment  of 
a  great  National  University  will  not  only  be  safe,  but  eminently  desira- 
ble, the  ideal  of  Washington  and  the  early  founders  be  realized,  and  a 
class  of  men  developed  with  whom  it  would  be  safe,  under  God,  to  leave 
the  future  of  America. 

To  these  questions  of  vital  interest,  the  party  press  and  politicians 
give  a  wide  berth.  To  set  on  foot  the  above  or  other  measures  of  reform,  . 
and  institute  proper  methods  of  carrying  them  forward ,  to  bring  about 
that  uprising  of  American  patriotic  sentiment  which  will  purify  our  civic 
atmosphere,  would  be  a  noble  work  for  our  organizations,  a  work  which 
would  bring  upon  them  the  blessings  of  prosperity.  To  organize,  meet 
and  confer  upon  these  vital  topics,  exhibits  interest,  and  is  well;  but  if  no 
more  is  done,  these  evils  will  not  only  remain  unchecked,  but  they  will 
wax  stronger  and  stronger,  until  they  run  riot,  and  rule ;  and  these  cor- 
rupting foreign  intluences  overrun  and  subjugate  us.  We  live  in  times 
when  the  world  moves  fast  and  the  very  moments  may  be  pregnant  with 
events,  and  surely  such  an  exigency  demands  an  active  and  agressive 
work. 

This  work  should  be  set  on  foot  quietly,  without  noise  and  demonstra- 
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tion  ;  but  none  the  less  elTectively.  Discussion  upon  these  questions 
should  be  conducted  calmly  and  philosophically,  divested  of  any  spirit  of 
frenzy.  Foreifjners,  as  sucli,  should  not  be  denounced,  but  treated  with 
the  utmost  kindness.  Many  of  them  are  Americans  in  heart  and  senti- 
ment; their  interest  is  equally  strong  with  ours,  and  they  will  cheerfully 
make  any  sacrilice  with  us  in  preservation  of  our  civil  and  religious 
liberties. 

The  appointment  of  Committees  would  seem  desirable  to  frame  proper 
measures  for  presentation  before  Congress  and  the  State  Legislature ;  and 
also  to  back  these  by  petitions  numerously  signed,  circulated  by  and 
through  the  various  local  divisions  of  our  societies  and  orders.  This 
course  would  bring  these  questions  up  for  popular  discussion ;  people 
would  take  sides;  and  thus,  in  a  healthy  and  normal  manner,  an  American 
sentiment  would  be  created  in  favor  of  an  "  American  education  for 
American  citizens,  American  citizens  for  American  legislators,  rulers 
and  ambassadors  ;  and  American  people  for  an  American  government ; 
and  an  American  government  for  an  American  people. 

Crises  have  occurred  in  the  "World's  history ;  some  great  ones  have 
been  successfully  passed  in  the  history  of  our  nation.  It  is  evident  to 
discerning  minds  that  a  great  crisis  is  now  upon  us.  The  political  action 
of  the  American  people  within  the  next  few  years,  must  decide  the  whole 
future  of  our  Republic,  and  largely  that  of  the  World  ;  may  a  God  fear- 
ing patriotism  so  inspire  us  that  we  shall  act  wisely,  so  that  our  great 
inheritance  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  may  be  handed  down  unstained 
to  posterity,  and  be  saved  to  bless  the  whole  brotherhood  of  man. 

"Wishing  that  your  conference  may  be  a  success,  and  achieve  much  for 
our  country's  honor.     1  am,  yours  fraternally  and  truly, 

CIIAELES  L.  HOYT. 

''  The  Maples,"  Rosendale,  Wis.,  April  15th,  1889. 


New  Yokk,  April  9th,  1889. 
Mr.  Henry  Baldwin,  13G  Maryland  Avenue, 

Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey. 
Dear  8ir  : — Yours  of  tiie  6th  inst.,  was  duly  received. 
I  enclose  a  sheet  which  contains  an  outline  of  thought  of  my  own, 
germane  to  the  subject  to  be  considered  by  the  conference.  The  practical 
side  of  the  question,  I  suppose,  is  all  tliat  you  will  wish  to  consider. 
These  preliminary  questions  which  I  ask,  suggest,  however,  thoughts 
wiiich  need  to  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  whole  subject. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

GEORGE  S.  BAKER. 
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1st. — "What  provision  exists  in  tlie  United  States  Constitution  to 
secure  the  separation  of  Ciiurch  and  State  ? 

2d. — Is  Cliristianity  established  "bylaw,"  or  only  in  the  hearts  of 
our  countrymen. 

3d.— How  does  State  legislation  necessarily  differ  from  National 
legislation  on  matters  which  pertain  to  religion  ? 

THE  STATE: 

a.  Incorporates  religious  societies. 

6.  Exempts  Church  property  from  taxation. 

c.  Makes  grants  of  land  and  money  to  private  institutions  which 
undertake  to  do  the  work  of  the  State  in  caring  for  criminal  and  dei)en- 
dent  classes. 

4th.— Why  does  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  more  than  any  other, 
threaten  our  civil  liberties  ? 

BECAUSE   THEY    DENY: 

a.  The  right  of  the  State  to  educate. 

b.  The  equality  of  all  religions  before  the  law. 

BECAUSE  THEY  CLAIM: 

a.  To  be  the  exclusive  exponents  of  Christianity. 

6.  That  their  Pope,  who  is  not  even  a  citizen  of  these  United  States, 
has  supremacy  in  civil  affairs  over  all  civil  rulers. 

c.  Because  their  Church  is  fed  by  immigrants,  w^ho  are  not  conversant 
with,  or  in  sympathy  with  distinctive  American  principles. 

d.  Because  the  hierarchy  seek  the  supremacy  of  their  faith,  not  by 
argument,  but  by  organization  of  their  followers  for  political  action. 

5th.— If  the  Roman  Catholics  are  in  the  majority  in  any  State  is  there 
any  security  in  the  United  States  Constitution  against  their  religion 
being  established  by  law  in  that  State  ? 

6.— What  are  the  present  points  of  Roman  Catholic  attack  ? 

a.  The  Common  School. 

h.  Securing  legislative  grants  to  all  their  own  institutions. 

c.  Securing  grants  from  the  Common  School  Fund  for  their  sectarian 
institutions  to  pave  the  way  for  a  like  demand  for  their  parochial 
schools. 

d.  The  claim  that  the  State  shall  aid  them  in  exacting  a  guarantee 
that  their  members  shall  not  stray  from  their  fold.,  i.e..  The  Children's 
Law. 

The  Freedom  of  Worship  Bill. 

7.  —How  do  they  aim  to  accomplish  this  ? 

a.  By  dividing  between  the  two  parties,  and  forming  "a  balance  of 
power  "  through  which  they  can  force  politicians  of  both  parties,  to  yield 
to  their  claims. 
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b.  By  forcing  as  many  of  their  adherents  as  possible  into  public 
oftices. 

c.  By  securing  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  and  members  of  the 
Boards  of  Public  Education. 

8th.  What  is  the  wisest  way  of  resisting  and  overcoming  their 
assaults  ? 

a.  By  organizations  on  such  fundamental  principles  and  on  such 
broad  and  fair  lines  of  citizenship,  that  every  Roman  Catholic  who  is 
true  to  his  country,  will  be  with  us  in  resisting  the  Jesuit  party  in  his 
own  Church. 

TO  THIS  END,   IT   IS   WISE: 

a.  Not  to  form  a  new  party,  but  rather  a  compact  organization  which, 
like  the  Romanists,  will  "holdbalauce  of  power." 

h.  Have  every  man  who  joins  the  organization  pledged,  while  he 
follows  his  political  preference  as  to  party  in  otlier  things,  to  vote  for  no 
candidate  for  office  who  will  not  give  a  written  pledge  to  support  the 
principles  of  the  organization. 

c.  Have  these  principles  clearly  and  fairly  stated  in  two  or  three 
points  to  which  every  loyal  citizen  of  either  party  can  subscribe. 


Neav  York,  April  13, 1889. 
Mr.  Henry  Baldwin,  130  Maryland  Avenue, 
Atlantic  City,  New  Jersey. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Baldwin  :— Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  with  its 
enclosed  circular,  was  duly  received. 

I  have  myself,  very  strong  objections  to  Bcmanism,  on  theological 
and  religious,  as  well  as  on  political  grounds.  1  have  also  very  strong 
doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  course  taken  generally  by  those  who  are 
called  Sabbatarians,  to  enforce  their  ideas  by  political  action.  All 
questions  of  this  kind  revolve  around  the  fundamental  question  "  what 
is  the  relation  of  Christianity  to  the  Civil  Government  in  this  land?" 
My  own  ideas  are  as  follows  : 

We  have  two  kinds  of  law  in  this  land. 

1st.  The  organic  Law.  i.e..  The  Constitution  of  the  country.  This  is 
theistic,  but  it  cannot  be  called  distinctively  Christian,  as  the  only  direct 
allusion  to  Christianity  in  it,  is  in  the  date  of  the  instrument,  in  the  use 
of  the  letters  A.  D. 

2d.— The  Statutory  Law;  laws  passed  both  by  Congress  and  the  State 
Legislatures. 

Some  people  have  made  a  third  division  to  include  the  Common  Law. 
This  is  really  court-made  law,  or  the  law  of  precedents  established  by 
court  decisions. 

We  inherited  our  common  law  from  England  in  the  colonial  period. 
There,  not  only  Christianity,  but  the  Church  of  England  also  is  estab- 
lished by  law.     Because  of  the  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
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of  this  country  are  believers  in  the  Christian  faith,  the  riglit  of  the  courts 
and  of  State  Legislatures  to  put  a  Christian  construction  on  the  laws  of 
the  land,  has  never  been  challenged.  At  anytime  however,  connnon 
law  may  be  abolished.  It  is  never  resorted  to  unless  there  is  some  omis. 
sion  in  the  statutory  law  which  makes  it  necessary,  and  then  its  rulings 
are  modified  by  the  different  conditions  in  England  and  here. 

We  have  a  large  class  of  citizens  who  have  made  full  use  of  the  inter- 
pretations given  by  the  common  law,  to  secure 

1st.  Largesses  from  the  State  for  religious  institutions, 

2d.  Exemption  from  taxation  of  church  property. 

3d.  Various  Sabbath  laws,  not  on  the  ground  of  public  order,  but  on 
religious  grounds. 

This  has  all  been  done  on  the  general  plea  that  "  Christianity  is  a  part 
of  the  law  of  the  land." 

The  difficulty  now  comes,  which  has  not  been  anticipated,  that  the 
Roman  Church,  which  sets  itself  up  as  the  sole  exponent  of  Christianity, 
seeks  to  use  the  State  to  enforce  its  claims. 

The  only  defence  is  to  recognize  the  different  province  of  the  Church 
and  State. 

1.  The  province  of  the  Church,  is  to  win  what  adherents  it  can  by 
argument. 

2.  The  province  of  the  State,  is  to  enforce  its  claims  under  civil  penal- 
ties, if  necessary. 

Christianity  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  persuasive  influence. 

1.  Touching  the  conscience  and  influencing  the  lives  of  its  adherents, 
and  through  them  of  the  community  at  large. 

2.  Never  resorting  to  force,  and  which  the  State  must  neither  help 
nor  interfere  with. 

We  shall  have  to  retrace  many  of  the  mistaken  steps  already  taken, 
and  to  recognize  that  the  only  hope  of  Christianity  in  this  country  is 
through  its  inherent  virtues,  and  through  the  consecrated  lives  and  means 
of  its  confessors. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  a  National  University  established  in  Washington 
out  of  money  from  the  National  Treasury,  in  which  Protestanism  shall 
be  taught,  but  shall  be  strongly  in  favor  of  such  an  University  established 
there  by  private  benefaction. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

GEORGE  S.  BAKER. 


Marlboro,  Mass.,  Aprir23d,  1889. 
Dear  Leader:— D.  V.,  I  shall  gladly  attend  the  Conference,  and 
thank  you  heartily  for  your  invitation. 

I  submit  a  few  questions  that  to  me  seem  to  be  very  important. 

Very  truly, 

S.  B.  PRATT. 
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QUESTIONS  FOR  DISCUSSION  : 

1st. — How  can  we  check  immigration  ? 

2d.— How  can  we  arouse  Americans  to  see  the  peril  of  all  free  institu- 
tions, now  assailed  by  Jesuit  leaders,  who  are  moving  vast  armies  of 
Romanists  to  capture  our  leading  cities  and  States  ?  It  is  claimed  that 
more  than  half  tlie  Jesuits  of  the  world  are  now  working  in  America. 

3d.— How  can  Protestant  Americans  protect  themselves  and  each  other 
and  independent  Catholics  from  the  boycott,  a  weapon  that  has  taken  the 
place  of  the  Inquisition  to  terrorize  free  men  ? 

4th. — Roman  secret  societies  are  arming  and  drilling  to  capture  by 
force  our  country.     What  can  we  do  to  defend  our  heritage  ? 

5th. — How  can  we  develop  and  strengthen  a  free  and  fearless  press, 
and  enlist  the  pulpit  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  patriotism  and  religious 
freedom,  and  retain  the  Bible  in  our  public  schools  ? 

6th. — How  can  we  secure,  before  it  is  forever  too  late,  the  necessary 
legislation  to  save  the  free  school  system  of  America  ? 

7th. — How  can  we  save  our  courts  from  becoming  a  part  of  the  Roman 
machine  ? 

8th. — Is  it  too  late  to  save  America  from  civil  war  and  anarchy  ? 

9th.— Where  shall  we  find  leaders  to  rally  the  people  to  save  all  our 
free  institutions  ? 

10th.— If  Protestant  Americans  are  to  be  driven  out  of  America,  where 
can  they  go  ? 

11th. — Can  we  consolidate  Americans  into  a  compact,  irresistible 
organization  for  mutual  protection  ? 


San  Jose,  California,  April  25th,  1889. 
Henry  Baldwin,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:— Your  circular  of  February  22d  and  also  of  a  later  date 
were  duly  received,  contents  noted.  In  reply  would  say  that  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  and  would  like  to  come  to  the  gathering  if  it  is  only  for  the 
objects  mentioned,  and  take  a  hand.  But  I  am  a  poor  man  with  six 
young  American  thoroughbreds  and  their  mother  to  support  and  at- 
tend to. 

The  order  I  belong  to  is  not  financially  fixed  to  pay  my  way,  moreover 
there  would  be  others  who  would  like  to  go  if  they  could  get  their  way 
and  expenses  paid. 

I  deem  the  occasion  one  of  vital  importance,  if  the  subjects  are  prop- 
erly handled  and  considered,  and  no  half  way  or  conciliatory  action  taken. 

Present  a  defiant  front,  and  cringe  to  no  vote  (Irish  or  otlierwise),  or 
tolerate  no  partisan  political  ideas,  religious  bigotry  or  foolishness.  If  it 
is  to  Ije  an  American  gathering,  be  one  ! 

The  su]3jects  mentioned  are  all  good. 

The  first  (Naturalization  Laws)  need  radical  changes;  abolish  all  the 
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present  laws  pertaining:  tliereto  and  make  new  and  radical  ones,  and  make 
enactments  to  enforce  these  laws. 

Thefourth  (Educational  System)  can  stand  a  deal  of  reforming  to  rid  it 
of  the  barnacles  and  leeches  that  are  undermining  it.  If  I  could  I  would 
make  a  national  law  forbidding  a  Catholic  from  holding  any  position  in 
the  Free  Public  School  System,  even  janitor,  and  forever  debarring  any 
and  everybody  from  teaching  or  superintending  in  any  form  under  the 
school  laws,  who  would,  in  any  manner  or  form,  introduce  any  religions 
matter,  of  any  kind,  for  the  purpose  of  proselyting  or  instructing  in  any 
creed  or  sect  of  any  faith. 

Religion  is  an  individual,  a  personal  matter;  the  public  has  no  right 
to  interfere  or  to  enforce  or  instruct  in  any  faith,  Christian,  Turk, 
Mohammedan,  Greek  or  Chinese. 

If  this  church,  or  any  church,  gets  its  uncanny  claws  on  the  throat  of 
this  government,  why  good-bye!  The  Catholics  would  eventually  rule. 
Their  treachery  and  secrecy  will  outwit  the  Protestants,  and  once  in 
power,  thousands  of  Protestants  will  join  them  out  of  pure  cowardice  and 
fear  of  death.  So,  by  all  means,  simply  resolve:  That  Americans  are 
unanimously,  without  any  reservation  or  equivocation,  and  unalterably 
opposed  to  the  recognition  of  any  National  Church  or  Belief,  and  most 
emphatically  declare  against  the  union  of  Chru'ch  and  State  in  any  man- 
ner or  form,  now  and  forever,  and  let  it  stand  that  way  and  all  will  be 
serene.     If  otherwise  there  will  be  no  united  action  or  success. 

Monopolies,  Trusts,  Robbers  and  Thieves.— AVhat  can  be  done  with 
them  as  long  as  humanity  is  so  susceptible  to  the  use  of  money  ?  They 
control  the  w^ealth  of  the  country,  and  if  one  has  not  got  it,  another  has 
and  lends  to  its  kind.  They  buy  any  and  everything  from  constable  to 
President;  if  you  think  the  latter  exempt  from  purchase,  why  just  look 
at  the  boodle  spent  to  elect  him,  and  then  look  at  his  appointments,  what 
are  they  and  who  dictated  them  ? 

Protection  and  the  American  Home.  They  can  be  protected  by  the 
strongest  laws  and  the  enforcement  of  the  first  four  subjects.  Confiscate, 
or  let  the  Government  repurchase,  all  land  held  by  non-residents  and  all 
aliens  of  every  kind  at  $1.25  per  acre,  and  re-sell  to  Americans  only. 

Twenty-one  years,  if  possible,  for  citizenship,  if  impossible,  fourteen, 
and  no  less.     But  twenty-one  if  under  twenty  years  of  age. 

Well,  I  must  close,  hope  you  will  have  good  attendance  and  harmoni- 
ous meeting,  post  me  on  what  you  do  and  who  takes  part.  By  all  means 
have  a  presiding  officer  who  will  preserve  order,  and  impress  upon  all 
present,  the  fact  that  it  is  the  first  great  American  gathering  in  one 
hundred  and  twelve  years.  They  were  in  earnest,  and  meant  what  they 
said,  controlled  their  tempers  and  sunk  personal  feelings  and  aspirations 
for  the  general  good— do  likewise.  The  news  mongers,  associate  press 
fiends  will  pervert  all  they  can,  also  mis-state  and  misrepresent,  so  be 
wary,  and  place  only  "  Americans  on  Guard. "  Yours,  for  this  our  land, 
"  the  American  Union."    I  am  respectfully, 

W.  D.  J.  HAMBLY. 
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To  THE  Members  of  the  American  Centennial  Conference- 
Gentlemen  : 

" In  the  name  of  God,  Amen." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  compact  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  and 
the  foundation  of  our  American  government. 

In  colonial  days  in  New  England,  wiiich  step  after  step  resulted  in  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  the  adoption  of  a  Con- 
stitution as  a  fundamental  law  to  govern  legislative,  judicial  and  execu- 
tive authority  of  the  nation,  while  each  State  was  granted  power  to  regu- 
late its  own  affairs  by  a  State  Constitution,  providing  it  did  not  interfere 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  we  have  the  basis 
upon  which  our  government  rests ;  when  these  are  ignored,  the 
question  arises  ;  what  is  the  governing  power  V 

We  will  consider  the  situation  in  the  Empire  State  of  New  York, 
where  one  hundred  years  ago  George  Washington  was  inaugurated 
President  and  the  lirst  centennial  is  to  be  celebrated,  with  grand  displays, 
which  detract  from  the  real  condition  of  the  true  situation  of  govern- 
ment, as  originated  by  its  founders  who  regarded  compacts  as  binding 
and  the  basis  of  government. 

New  York  has  a  State  Constitution,  framed  in  1846,  which  provides 
that  in  18G0,  and  every  twenty  years  thereafter,  the  question,  "  Shall 
there  be  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  and  amend  the  same?  " 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  people,  and  that  if  the  vote  be  favorable  to  a 
Convention,  "the  legislature,  at  its  next  session,  shall  provide  by  law  for 
the  election  of  delegates." 

When  the  Legislature  take  the  oath  of  otlice  they  make  oath  to  sup- 
port the  State  Constitution,  in  which  are  the  above  words. 

The  question  was  submitted  in  18(S6,  was  answered  in  the  affirmative 
by  between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand  majority*  in  New  York 
State.  In  1887  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  providing  for  a  Con- 
vention, but  the  Governor  vetoed  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  Act  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  the  kind  of  Act  the  people  wanted.  We  have  it  from  Rev. 
Father. McGlynn  that  the  "  Pope  of  Home  ordered  the  Roman  Catholics 
to  prevent  a  Convention,  fearing  appropriations  for  parochial  schools 
would  be  prevented,"  and  the  Act  was  the  Arnold  bill,  a  member  born  in 
Ireland  (we  believe),  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  naturalized  citizen.  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  framed  the  bill. 

Thus,  between  a  Republican  Legislature  and  a  Democratic  Executive, 
the  direction  of  the  Constitution  remains  unexecuted  and  the  demand  of 
the  people  unsatisfied. 

Has  any  one  been  punished  for  this  neglect  of  Constitutional  duty  V  No 
one !  No  member  of  the  Legislature  who  was  successful  in  getting  a  party 
nomination,  has  been  defeated  or  discredited.    Governor  Hill  has  been 


*rhe  oflBcial  count  of  vote  of  November  G,  188G,  is  574,993  votes  for  a  Con- 
vention, 30,766  votes  against  it. 
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re-elected  in  spite  of  his  vetoes  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  "Inll,  and 
other  Constitutional  requirement  bills,  in  which  existed  a  difference 
between  him  and  the  Legislature. 

In  consideration  of  these  facts  it  behooves  American  citizens  to 
enquire  when  the  State  Constitution  of  New  York  state  is  ignored  by  a 
disagreement  between  the  Legislative  and  Executive  branch  of  govern- 
ment without  redress,  and  then  suppose  States  refuse  to  elect  Senators 
and  Representatives  to  meet  and  debate,  and  pass  laws,  and  vote  appro- 
priations, and  confirm  nominations  by  the  influence  of  the  Pope  at  Rome, 
let  me  ask  Americans  what  is  to  be  done  ? 

If  the  Pope  has  power  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
New  York  in  holding  a  State  Constitutional  Convention,  is  it  not  to  be 
feared  in  time  he  may  have  power  to  nullify  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  question  which  a  conference  of  Americans  should 
consider. 

To  me  it  appears  the  liepublican  Legislature  of  New  York  are 
usurpers  of  a  constitutional  government  and  are  paving  the  way  to  the 
overthrow  of  our  national  government.  Although  strange  it  may  sound, 
but  if  the  State  Constitution  is  sworn  to  be  maintained  by  Legislators 
who  disregard  their  oath  of  office,  and  that  permits  all  officials  State  and 
National  what  must  be  the  consequences  ? 

WHAT  IS  THE  REMEDY? 

Americans  must  look  after  things  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the 
government  with  more  of  the  Continental  spirit  that  actuated  our 
ancestors  of  Pievolutionary  times,  and  regard  money-getting  less. 

The  government  must  not  be  entrusted  to  naturalized  citizens  in 
legislative,  executive,  judicial,  or  its  police  departments,  but  by  native- 
born  Americans  who  value  the  fundamental  law,  of  which  foreigners  do 
not  consider,  and  Americans  know  too  little. 

Americans  must  become  more  familiar  with  the  principles  of  our  gov- 
ernment, and  if  we  must  have  the  foreigners,  endeavor  to  impress  on 
them  the  importance  of  a  more  strict  regard  for  our  institutions,  on  a 
strictly  moral  and  religious  basis. 

We  must  render  more  thankfulness  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and 
instruct  our  adopted  citizens  that  His  teachings,  as  received  from  the 
Bible,  are  to  be  more  regarded  than  the  Encyclicals  from  the  Pope  of 
Rome;  that  those  who  prefer  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  should  seek  homes 
in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  and  not  endeavor  to  interfere  in  our  Free 
School  system,  and  drive  the  Bible  from  our  schools,  for  their  church 
aggrandizement;  and  if  they  desire  separate  funds  for  school  purposes, 
let  Roman  Catholics  maintain  their  own  church  paupers,  criminals, 
orphans,  and  all  other  classes  that  require  aid.  Let  the  means  come  sep- 
arately from  Roman  Catholics  alone  for  those  expenditures  by  separate 
taxation. 

Let  us  us  be  one  people,  with  one  flag  (no  Irish  flag  on  St.  Patrick's 
Day  on  our  public  buildings  anywhere),  one  country  and  one  destiny. 
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Let  the  wealthy  and  prosperous  deal  justly  by  those  wbo  toil  for  their 
daily  bread.  Other  nations  have  failed,  and  it  is  the  same  cause  that  has 
generally  i)roduced  failure.  "Virtue  and  Truth  produce  strength; 
strength,  dominion; dominion,  riches; riches,  luxury ;  andluxury,  weakness 
and  collapse,"'  whither  we  are  tending  by  these  grand  pageants. 

We  should  strive,  at  least,  to  avoid  the  rocks  on  which  other  nations 
have  been  wrecked. 

This  can  be  done  only  by  Americans  living  a  simpler  life,  inculcating 
a  loftier  patriotism,  and  by  practicing  of  larger  charities,  and  not  making 
the  almighty  dollar  a  god. 

Bribery  to  promote  legislation  should  be  frowned  upon  by  every  true 
American,  With  a  foreign  element  as  executive  officials  in  our  chief 
cities,  with  a  foreign  police  force,  backed,  with  foreign  military  organiza- 
tions, and  Roman  Catholic  servants  as  spies  in  many  a  Protestant  house- 
hold, would  it  not  be  well  to  consider  what  the  result  might  be  if  the 
Pope  at  Rome  ordered  a  movement  secretly  of  his  followers  on  our 
shores  against  Protestants  and  our  institutions,  which  are  ignored  by 
native-born  Americans  in  the  New  York  State  Legislature. 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers  regarded  the  compact  signed  on  the  Mayflower, 
and  thus  established  a  Union,  but  if  State  Constitutions  are  not  regarded 
as  binding  the  Legislature  and  Executive  officers,  in  Union,  when  those 
from  foreign  shores  are  invading  our  territory  in  vast  numbers,  and 
organizing  in  various  Unions,  attacking  our  various  systems  in  various 
ways  by  strikes,  etc.,  which  are  produced  mostly  in  conflict  with 
American  ideas,  which  favors  arbitration  and  peace  in  preference  to 
turmoil  and  strife. 

If  in  the  Empire  State,  where  the  first  President  was  inaugarated  one 
hundred  years  ago,  who  is  regarded  the  Father  of  our  Country,  and  vast 
numbers  throng  to  witness  the  grand  displays,  among  which  are  Xew 
York  State  Legislators,  some  of  whom  have  sworn  to  support  the  State 
Constitution  for  three  consecutive  years,  and  made  but  one  feeble  attempt 
to  obey  the  peoples'  mandate,  which  was  a  constitutional  right  provided 
by  the  Constitution  after  passing  an  act  framed  for  the  purpose  of  being 
vetoed,  and  then  refusing  to  comply  with  the  Constitution  and  their  oath 
to  support  it,  may  we  not  well  conjecture  that  the  celebration  of  Presi- 
dent George  Washington's  inaugural  and  the  funeral  of  Constitutional 
Government  are  both  blended  on  April  30th,  1889,  in  the  city  of  New  York 
—a  nation's  birth,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  after  only  a  century.  We 
tremble  for  the  future,  and  fear  mourning  should  take  the  place  of 
revelry,  which  will  abound  on  that  day  and  the  blessing  to  be  administered 
by  a  Roman  Catliolic  Archbishop,  as  is  announced  for  April  30,  1889, 

Melandez*  came  from  Spain  to  massacre  the  first  Protestant  settle- 
ment established  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida,  by  the  French  Huguenots  in 
early  times.     Shall  Americans  encourage  the  repetition  of  August  24th, 


*Don  Pedro  Melendez  was  sent  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  exterminate  the 
Protesta-its  in  America. 


27 

1572,  at  Paris,  known  as  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  American 
orders  should  come  into  closer  sympathy  and  consider  in  imison,  the 
naturalization  laws,  the  influx  of  immigrants  who  are  controlling  labor, 
and  changing  our  educational  system  in  order  to  unite  "Church  and 
State, ''  thereby  changing  the  whole  aspect  of  the  American  home,  as 
established  by  the  Tilgrim  Fathers,  who  laid  the  foundation  for  the 
blessings  which  the  past  century  has  given  this  nation,  but  whenBelshaz- 
zar  was  feasting  the  Assyrians  were  near  at  hand,  and  wiiile  Americans 
are  celebrating,  remember  it  is  in  a  city  that  hoists  a  foreign  flag  on 
certain  occasions  on  its  municipal  building  under  which  sits  the  chief 
executive  oflicer  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

1  am  unable  to  be  with  you  if  I  were  invited  therefore  I  send  these 
thoughts  for  your  reflection.  I  find  myself  financially  embarrassed,  after 
spending  time  and  money, with  my  health  impaired;  I  have  never  received 
aid  and  never  expect  it.  Americans  are  too  selfish,  therefore  I  must 
resign  myself  to  my  fate  and  to  my  God,  of  whom  alone  I  expect  my 

reward,  if  ever  I  receive  any. 

Yours,  fraternally 

S  M.  DOUGLAS. 

H.  C.  Red  White  and  Blue. 
Rochester  N.  Y.  April  21st  1889. 


THE   AMERICAN   BALLOT. 

The  ballot  in  America,  is  supposed  to  decide  all  questions,  but  the 
question  is,  does  it  ?  We  think  not,  the  main  point  in  American  Politics 
is,  to  have  influence  with  the  counting  boards  in  the  stronghold  where 
the  least  chance  for  detection  arises. 

In  the  contest  between  Hayes  and  Tilden  for  President,  it  was  gener- 
ally conceded  that  Tilden  had  the  majority  of  electoral  votes,  although 
by  intrigue  Hayes  w^as  declared  President.  In  submitting  a  Constitu- 
tional Amendment  in  Ohio  a  few  years  since,  it  w^as  clearly  show^n  that 
votes  in  favor  of  the  amendment  were  not  counted,  thereby  continuing 
the  Liquor  traffic  in  Ohio  against  the  wishes  of  the  voters  of  Ohio,  but  the 
money  power  was  on  the  opposite  side  ;  while  in  New  York  State,  an 
expressed  vote  of  the  people  becomes  null  and  void,  through  conflict 
between  the  Governor  and  Legislature  differing  in  politics  in  regard  to 
the  holding  of  a  Constitutional  Convention. 

In  considering  a  remedy  for  these  things,  does  it  not  seem  that  w^hen 
November  6th,  *  1886,  552,854  voted  for  a  revision  in  New  York  State, 
being  a  majority  of  96,490  of  the  votes  cast,  and  then  on  November  2d,  1886, 
574,993,  voted  for  revision,  giving  a  majority  of  544,227  of  the  votes  f  cast; 
the  people,  if  they  are  the  sovereigns,  should  have  their  rights,  but  the 
fact  is  the  people  are  too  indifferent  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, and  entrust  too  much  to  th;^  few,  who,  in  course  of  time,  if  no 
check  is  given,  will  claim  the  masses  too  ignorant  to  take  part  in  a  re- 

*  There  is  evidently  an  error  in  this  date. 

t  Verified  by  the  official  report  from  State  Department  of  New  York. 
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publican  government,  therefore  we  would  suggest  such  measures  be 
brought  to  bear  to  compel  all  sovereign  voters  to  familiarize  themselves 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  in  which  they 
reside,  or  be  disfranchised  as  unworthy  of  being  American  citizens,  when 
they  are  unwilling  from  indifference,  or  any  other  cause  which  renders 
them  sovereigns;  for  how  can  that  responsibility  be  executed  by  parties 
without  some  line  of  action,  and  if  the  people  become  ignorant  of  their 
rights  and  allow  their  representatives  to  defraud  them  of  their  just  rights, 
and  things  are  allowed  to  go  hap-hazard,  how  long  can  a  Constitutional 
Government  continue  ? 

If  the  Constitution  is  not  to  be  regarded  in  its  provisions  what  is  the 
use  of  a  Constitution  ?  If  parties  choose  to  defeat  the  Constitution,  pro- 
visions should  be  made  that  the  people  might  have  redress  outside  of 
those  delegated  to  enforce  its  provisions,  who  are  not  St^te  Legislators. 
It  appears  to  me  if  the  Legislature  refuses  to  abide  by  the  Constitution  the 
people  should  have-resort  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  its  State  for  redress  ; 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  having  their  ballots  counted  as  Americans  and 
not  allow  themselves  to  be  disfranchised  by  the  emissaries  of  the  Pope 
of  Rome,  through  ignorant  foreign  immigrants,  backed  by  ignorant,  indif- 
ferent American  born  citizens. 

In  my  mind  the  only  way  to  maintain  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment is  the  compulsory  education  of  the  masses,  and  also  compulsory 
familiarizing  tliem  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  government,  or  else 
disfranchise  those  who  will  not  "become  educated  and  not  familiarize 
themselves  with  their  duties  as  citizens  and  Americans. 

For  American  Conference.     Please  consider. 

S.  M.  DOUGLAS. 

Rochester,  X.  Y.  April  26th,  1880. 


Loyal  Orange  Institution,  U.  S.  A. 
Office  of  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 

Everett,  Mass.,  May  1st,  1889. 
Henry  Baldw^in,  Esq., 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Bro:— I  certainly  owe  you  an  apology  for  not 
answering  you  ere  this.  *  r^  *  *  *  * 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  cannot  be  present.  I  trust,  however,  that 
much  good  will  result  from  the  Conference,  and  some  line  of  action 
recommended  for  the  future  prosperity  of  our  country  and  for  safeguards 
to  our  Public  Schools,  that  may  be  brought  forward  in  the  various  organ- 
izations whose  object  is  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and  the  mainten- 
ance of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  I  certainly  hope  that  no  action  look- 
ing towards  a  union  of  Church  and  State  will  be  tolerated  or  considered 
for  one  moment. 

I  might  suggest  that  influential  men,  in  various  parts  of  the  country, 
be  secured  to  make  speeches  in  reference  to  our  country,  with  the  view  of 
amalgamating  all  American  institutions  for  the  one  common  good,  and 
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the  bringing  together  a  strong  phalanx  of  Christian  voters  for  good  men 
for  office,  who  would  administer  the  affairs  of  our  Government  honestly 
and  impartially,  and  refuse  to  take  up  with,  or  give  influence  to,  foreign 
agitations. 

With  an  earnest  prayer  for  a  harmonious  Conference  of  honorable 
men,  and  that  wise  counsels  may  prevail, 

I  remain  very  sincerely,  Yours,         THOMAS  MILLIGAiT. 


Pittsburgh,  April  23,  1889. 
Henry  Baldwin,  Esq.,  Atlantic  City,  N".  J., 

Dear  Sir: — Your  very  kind  favor  of  the  20th  inst.  is  received,  in 
reply  to  which  permit  me  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  among  the  greatest 
evils  which  now  threaten  the  welfare  of  this  country  are— 

1st. — The  want  of  sufficient  restraint  and  discrimination  on  the  part 
of  the  government  respecting  foreign  immigration. 

2d. — Inadequate  naturalization  laws. 

3d. — Alien  landlordism. 

4th. — The  opposition  of    the  Roman  Church  to  the    Free  Common 
School  system. 
5th. — Combination, restricting  the  production  and  distribution  of  wealth. 
I  would,  therefore,  endorse  all  practicable  plans  toward  accomplishing 
the  following  results: 

1st.— The  suppression  of  foreign  immigration,  save  as  to  those  who  by 
reason  of  their  intelligence,  health,  habits  and  character  are  competent 
to  become  worthy  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

2d. — The  revision  of  the  Naturalization  laws;  among  other  changes 
requiring  a  preliminary  resident  by  each  applicant  of  at  least  ten  years. 

3d.— The  prohibition  of  every  State  andt)f  the  United  States  of  the 
acquiring  title  to  land  in  fee  simple  within  a  State  or  the  United  States 
by  an  alien. 

4th.— The  absolute  non-interference  by  any  or  every  church  with  the 
Public  Common  School. 

5th.— The  suppression  of  Trusts  in  so  far  as  they  prevent  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  wealth. 

The  Conference,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  national  in  its  character, 
representative  of  the  whole  country, or  preliminary  to  national  organization, 
and  constituted  so  as  to  afford  the  support  of  all  organizations  favoring 
its  principles  and  modes  of  operation,  it  should  seek  to  bring  the  issues  in 
volved,  and  the  contests  thereupon,  before  the  public  openly.  If  I  com- 
prehend the  scope  and  the  nature  of  the  work,  the  objective  points  must 
be  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  several  State  Legislatures. 
If  this  is  true  will  not  the  action  of  the  Conference  necessarily  tend  toward 
the  formation  of  a  new  political  party,  or  the  compulsion  of  one  of  the  two 
leading  parties  in  supporting  and  enforcing  the  principles  advocated? 

It  seems  to  me  the  forces  in  support  of  the  principles  enunciated  by 
the  Conference  must  be  marshalled  by  some  such  means. 

Yours  very  truly        A.  D.  WILKIN. 
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National  Camp  Patriotic-Order-Soxs-of-America, 
Office  of  National  Secretary, 

255  West  Eighth  Street. 
Cincinnati,  April  30th,  1889. 
Henry  Baldwin,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

Dear  Sir:— In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  object  to 
be  aimed  at  by  the  conference  of  American  orders  in  New  York,  I  would 
say  that  while  it  is  easy  to  state  what  is  needed  to  be  accomplished,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  state  the  method  to  be  adopted  for  the  purpose 
desired. 

The  greatest  need  of  America  now  is  a  purer  type  of  Americanism. 
Americans  need  to  be  Americanized  and  they  need  to  be  compelled,  almost, 
to  have  a  greater  confidence  in  themselves  and  to  depend  less  on  what  is 
told  them  by  persons  who  have  come  to  us  from  outside. 

We  need  less  of  the  -'hyphenated"  Americans.  There  are  entirely  too 
many  Irish-Americans,  German- Americans  and  what-not. 

There  should  be  established  such  a  general  public  sentiment  as  that 
not  only  those  born  on  our  soil,  but  those  who  come  to  us  from  outside, 
shall  be  glad  to  call  themselves  simply  Americans,  and  not  tack  on  to  that 
title  the  additional  one  of  any  foreign  nationality. 

To  come  down  to  practical  matters,  I  think  that  one  very  important 
thing  we  need  to  do  is  to  secure  the  proper  amount  of  support,  encourage- 
ment and  attention  from  the  newspapers.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  at  the 
present  time,  we  do  not  receive  a  reasonable  and  fair  share  of  encourage- 
ment from  those  powerful  agencies,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  those  vari- 
ous foreign  institutions  and  combinations  receive  more  than  they  are  pro- 
perly entitled  to.  Just  why  this  is  so  it  is  very  hard  to  say,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  it  is  so,  and  it  is  so  self-evident  that  argument  to  support  it 
is  not  necessary.  It  has  been  the  custom,  for  a  long  time,  to  decry  any- 
thing claimed  to  be  American,  and  to  regard  it  as  either  childish  or  else 
positively  wicked,  instead  of  as  it  should  be,  regarding  it  as  worthy  of 
emulation. 

I  believe  that  a  plan  should  be  outlined  whereby  our  various  organiza- 
tions can  compel  the  public  representatives  in  Congress,  and  in  other  pub- 
lic positions,  to  place  their  gifts  of  office  and  honor  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  are  conspicuous  for  their  devotion  to  the  advancement  of  our  Ameri- 
can forms  of  civilization,  and  that  especially,  also,  the  great  power  of  our 
various  memberships  should  be  applied  to  cause  a  very  thorough  revision 
of  the  law  governing  emigration  and  naturalization,  and  that  such  men 
should  be  selected  to  execute  these  laws  as  will  attend  to  them  honestly. 
I  believe  that  the  questions  of  emigration  and  naturalization,  if  attended 
to  as  they  should  be,  will  prevent  an  increase  of  our  present  threatening 
dangers  more  than  any  otlier  remedy  which  we  could  devise.  Of  course, 
they  cannot  have  much  effect  in  remedying  the  damage  already  done,  but 
they  will  prevent  its  increase,  and  we  can  then  depend  on  the  intelligence 
of  the  American  people  to  remedy  what  already  exists.     The  grave  state 
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of  the  labor  trouble,  and  the  dishonesty  in  ollice,  and  the  various  other 
evils  which  are  threatening  us,  can  be  traced  directly  to  the  character  of 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  immense  horde  of  persons  who  come  into 
our  land  every  day,  and  are  vested,  far  too  soon,  with  the  power  of  citi- 
zenship; and  I  do  not  believe  tiiat  it  should  be  entirely  a  question  of  time 
with  their  qualification,  but  there  should  be  an  educational  qualification 
of  a  very  stringent  character. 

If  I  should  suggest  a  plan  for  emigration  regulation,  I  would  favor 
the  establishment  of  special  emigration  Consuls  in  various  foreign  coun- 
tries, to  be  located  only  at  those  cities  from  which  it  was  to  our  interest 
to  encourage  the  emigration  of  persons  to  us;  and  compel  these  Consuls  to 
examine  very  thoroughly,  and  require  a  record  of  the  character  and  gen- 
eral qualifications  of  those  who  desire  to  come  here.  By  locating  these 
Consuls  in  only  a  few  centers  in  Europe,  we  could  restrict  very  largely  the 
number  of  those  who  come  here,  and  also  we  could  make  selections,  and 
could  decline  to  provide  the  means  in  those  countries  from  which  we  do 
not  desire  to  encourage  emigration,  such  as  Italy,  Hungary,  etc. 

Another  important  matter  is  the  teaching  of  foreign  languages  in  the 
Public  Schools.  In  practical  operation,  as  an  education  to  the  people,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see,  it  is  of  no  practical  value  to  the  pupils, 
while  it  is  a  great  expense  to  the  public,  and  tends  to  keep  an  undesirable 
antagonism  to  our  established  usages.  The  teaching,  therefore,  of  any 
foreign  language  in  the  public  schools  should  be  absolutely  ended,  and 
qualifications  for  naturalization,  and  for  holding  office,  etc.,  should  be 
those  of  an  ordinary  education  in  the  English  language. 

Trusting  that  this  has  not  reached  to  too  great  length,  and  that  the 
labors  of  the  Conference  may  prove  of  very  great  importance  and  value, 
I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

FRANK  W.   HEXDLEY. 


Law  Office  of  James  M.  Greer, 

55  Madison  Street, 
Memphis,  Texx.,  May  4th,  1889. 
Henry  Baldwix,  Esq., 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 
Dear  Sir  :— I  have  been  steadily  hoping  that  I  could  be  present  on 
May  7th,  i:o  which  you  did  me  the  great  honor  to  extend  me  an  invi- 
tation. I  find  now  that  at  the  last  moment,  that  I  will  necessarily,  in 
the  discharge  of  duty,  be  in  attendance  on  our  Supreme  Court  and  cannot 
therefore  come.  That  I  am  in  sympathy  with  any  assemblage  which  has 
for  its  object  the  good  of  my  country,  perhaps,  goes  without  saying ;  that 
I  am  peculiarly  in  sympathy  with  such  an  assemblage  as  you  will  have 
being  possessed  so  purely  of  the  American  idea,  born  of  American  needs, 
must  be  apparent.  I  wanted  to  be  with  you  not  only  to  urge  on  the  Con- 
ference the  idea  of  restricting  immigration  and  naturalization,  a  matter 
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to  which  I  am  wedded,  but  also  to  press  the  further  thought  that  parti- 
sanship, as  now  understood  and  practiced,  is  one  of  our  greatest  dangers 
and  evils.  I  honor  the  man,  who,  believing  that  certain]measure,  should 
become  laws,  associates  himself  with  others  who  think  as  he  does,  and 
then  votes  for  men  who  will  uphold  wise  measures  or  make  them  laws. 
But  the  poor  creature  who,  year  after  year,  votes  for  the  party  nominee 
and  boastingly  declares  that  he  never  scratched  a  ticket — that  a  "  yellow 
dog  "  on  his  ticket  is  better  than  any  body  on  the  opposition — is  not  only 
to  be  pitied,  but  ought  to  be  overcome.  Such  a  man  has  lost  his  citizen- 
ship. 

But  time  is  not  given  me  to  write  you  and  the  opportunity  is  denied 
me  to  talk  with  the  Conference.  I  would  be  deeply  grateful  if  you  would 
give  me  some  idea  of  what  w;as  done  by  the  Conference. 

Yours  respectfully 

JAMES  M.  GREER. 


Berkeley,  Cal.,  March  25th,  1889. 
Henry  Baldw^in,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  : — Yours  in  circular  form  w^as  duly  received  and  has  been 
lead  through  and  again  read.  In  reply  I  will  say  that  it  meets  my 
heartiest  approval  in  every  detail.  I  w^ould  add  to  the  list  of  subjects 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Conference  : 

1st. —The  Saloon. 

2d.— The  Election  Laws. 

3d.— Our  Jury  System. 

Perhaps  I  may  be  wrong  but  I  think  that  the  Immigrant  should  first 
be  thoroughly  investigated  before  being  allowed  to  take  passage,  and 
after  receiving  our  Consuls'  or  other  proper  official  endorsement,  they 
might  be  permitted  to  come  ;  but  it  should  be  only  on  probation,  and  if 
at  any  time  should  they  be  found  unworthy,  promptly  returned  (at  the 
expense  of  the  country  they  came  from,  perhaps).  Their  minor  children 
should  reside  here  twenty-one  years  before  becoming  citizens.  Don't 
allow  any  more  recruiting.  I  think  it  is  as  easy  to  stop,  as  to  regulate 
"  Prohibition  is  better  than  High  License  "  to  a  wrong  of  any  name  or 
kind. 

For  God,  Home,  and  Native  Land.     Yours, 

FRANK  A.  DAVIS. 


New  York,  May  14th,  1889. 
Bro.  Baldw^i>'  :— I  regard  of  vital  importance: 

1st.— The  protection,  perpetuation  and  extension  of  the  American 
Free  School  System. 

^irst.—'By  placing  it  under  control  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Second.— By  establishing  a  National  University. 

Third.— By  amending  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  secure 
these  objects. 
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2(1.— The  regulation  and  restriction  of  immigration. 

3d._The  extension  of  the  period  for  naturalization  to  14  years,  and  to 
permit  no  person  to  vote,  native  born  or  foreign,  who  cannot  understand? 
speak  (excepting  native  born  deaf  and  dumb  persons),  read  and  write  the 
English  language, 

4th.— The  entire  separation  of  Church  and  State.  No  public  moneys, 
credit  property  or  the  use  of  the  same,  to  be  loaned,  leased  or  given  to  or 
special  laws  enacted  for  the  benefit  of  any  religious  sect  or  body. 

5th.— The  provisions  of  the  Homestead  law,  whereby  a  foreigner,  on 
declaring  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen,  shall  be  entitled  to  IGO  acres 
of  government  land  on  certain  conditions,  to  be  repealed,  and  none  but 
citizens  to  be  entitled  to  its  benefits.  To  secure  these  objects,  organiza- 
tion is  necessary.  All  must  harmonize  on  a  platform,  and  our  votes  and 
influence  must  be  cast  solid  for  the  party  which  will  support  our  princi- 
ples, even  though  it  be  the  party  which  we  have  previously  opposed. 

Form  American  Clubs  every  where,  and  influence  as  far  as  possible,  one 
or  both  of  the  old  parties  to  adopt  our  views.  If  neither  party  will  aid  us, 
then  with  our  (Jlubs  organized  throughout  the  nation,  we  will  be  able  to 
form  a  party  of  our  own  and  accomplish  our  objects.      Yours  truly, 

ANDREW  POWELL. 


From  the  President  of  Harvard  University, 

Cambridge,  April  25th,  1889. 

Dear  Sir:— The  Catholic  Church  will  doubtless  establish  in  time  a 
privately  endowed  University  at  Washington;  and  the  nation  may  well  be 
glad  of  it.  Highly  educated  Catholics  are  much  better  for  all  American 
uses  than  ignorant  ones. 

The  Romanists  have  as  much  right  to  establish  a  sectarian  University 
in  the  United  States  as  the  Anglicans,  wiio  already  possess  several 
Anglican  Schools  and  Colleges,  or  as  the  Presbyterian,  Congregational, 
Methodist  and  Baptist  denominations,  all  of  which  conduct  Colleges  or 
Universities  in  the  interests  of  the  several  sects.  That  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church  proposes  to  create  a  University  at  Washington  isno  reason,  to 
my  mind,  that  any  body  else  should  found  one  there.  Washington  is  not 
a  good  place  for  a  University,  being  malarious  nearly  all  the  year,  and 
very  hot  from  the  first  of  June  to  the  first  of  October.  It  is  not  the 
capital  of  the  country,  although  the  seat  of  its  government,  and  never 
will  be.  Moreover  there  is  already  a  strong  University  on  each  side  of 
Washington,  northward  at  Baltimore,  southward  at  Charlottesville.  In 
times  past,  before  the  era  of  great  private  endowments  for  education, 
many  eminent  men  have  advocated  a  national  University  at  Washington. 
Ex-President  White,  of  Cornell  University,  has  very  lately  done  so. 
While  I  do  not  doubt  that  a  strong  University  could  be  built  up  at  Wash- 
ington in  time,  if  it  were  wisely  organized  and  richly  endowed  by  the 
government,  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  the  government  is  at  present  well 
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adapted  to  conduct  a  University.  Nothing  could  be  worse  in  an  institu- 
tion of  learning  than  political  management  and  the  spoils  system.  Many 
schemes  have  been  laid  before  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
University.  I  have  never  seen  one  however,  that  was  in  any  degree 
promising.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  great  advantages  for  our  people 
in  maintaining  numerous  scattered  seats  of  learning,  as  in  Germany.  We 
now  have  too  many  inadequately  endowed  Colleges  and  Universities  ;  but 
as  the  country  grows,  many  of  tliese  will  become  strong  institutions,  and 
others  will  be  converted  into  secondary  schools,  or  will  cease  to  exist. 
Thus  far,  therefore,  I  have  found  myself  unable  to  believe  that  it  was 
expedient  to  try  to  establish  a  national  University  at  Washington,  or  at 
any  other  one  place  in  this  country.     Yery  truly  yours, 

CHARLES  W.  ELIOT. 


Mr.  Hexry  Baldwin. 

From  the  President  of  Yale  College, 

New  Haven,  May  9th,  1889. 
Henry  Baldw  in,  Esq., 

My  Dear  Mr.  Baldwin  :— With  respect  to  the  University  at  Wash, 
ington  I  would  say  that  as  far  as  I  have  given  thought  to  this  sul)ject- 
now,  as  in  time  past,  I  do  not  find  myself  very  favorably  disposed  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution  by  and  under  the  control  of  the 
general  government. 

In  a  country  like  our  own,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  education  is  safer 
'and  better  in  the  hands  of  non- governmental  administrators. 

Yery  truly  yours, 

TIMOTHY  DWIGHT. 


Department  of   the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Education. 
3G52— K.  F.  H.  F.  F.  Washington,  D.  C,  April  24th,  1889. 

Mr.  Henry  Baldw^in,  P.  O.  Box  2770,   Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

Dear  Sir  :— In  reply  to  your  interesting  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I 
would  say  that  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  National  University 
is  one  which  has  attracted  general  attention  from  time  to  time  ever  since 
the  organization  of  our  Republic.  The  questions  which  you  ask  cannot 
be  answered  by  one  document  or  series  of  documents,  as  the  subject  has 
been  broached  in  many  different  times  and  places. 

I  will  send  herewith  a  couple  of  addresses  by  General  Eaton,  my  pre- 
decessor in  this  office,  in  which  you  will  find  allusions  to  some  of  the 
points  to  which  you  refer,  and  I  will  refer  you  to  several  other  publica- 
tions of  great  value  in  your  research,  which  I  trust  will  be  accessible  in 
the  libraries  of  Pbiladelphia,  if  not  in  some  nearer  to  your  residence. 

1st. — In  Barnard's  American  Journal  of  education,  vol.  28,  1878,  pp. 
318,  et  seq.,  is  a  long  article  on  Joel  Barlow,  in  connection  with  the 


35 

National  University  proposition,  in  which  is  a  "full  account  of  the  views 
of  that  gentleman,  and  which  also  contains  Washington's  address,  etc. 

2d.— Proceedings  of  the  National  Educational  Association  for  187.3,  pp. 
105-131,  has  an  address  by  Dr.  C.  AV.  Eliot,  President  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, followed  by  discussion  of  the  subject. 

3d.— Dr.  Eliot  also  has  an  article  in  the  College  Courant  for  August 
30th,  1873,  pp.  73-77,  vol.  13. 

4th. —The  proceedings  of  the  National  Educational  Association  for 
1884  contains  an  address  by  Dr.  Andrew  D.  White,  then  President  of 
Cornell  University,  which  was  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  subject. 
See  pp.  58-88. 

5th.— An  ancient  publication  called  "The  American  Museum,"  pul>- 
lished  in  the  last  century,  vol.  4, 1788,  p.  442  has  an  article  ascribed  to 
Benjamin  Rush,  on  "A  Plan  for  a  Federal  University." 

6th.— In  the  same  publication  vol.  6,  1789,  p.  290,  is  a  paper  on  the 
"Importance  of  a  proper  System  of  education-establishment  of  a  Federal 
University  recommended". 

7th.— In  the  Chicago  Teacher,  March,  1874,  p.  39,  A'ol.  2,  is  an  article 
by  Hon,  Timothy  O.  Howe,  on  "A  National  University". 

8th. — Barnard's  American  Journal  of  Education,  Vol.  1,  p.  477,  has  an 
article  by  Alexander  D.  Bache,  on  "A  Proposal  for  a  National  Uni- 
versity." 

Among  these  articles  here  referred  to  I  hope  you  can  find  some 
information  that  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  in  your  research,  and  which 
will  be,  in  a  measure,  a  reply  to  your  inquiry. 

Regretting  that  I  can  send  substantially  so  little,  lam  very  respectfully 

yours, 

N.  H.  R.  DAWSON. 

Commissioner. 


Office  Supreme  Commandery, 
United  American  Mechanics. 

Mansfield  Valley,  April  16,  1889. 
Henry  Baldwin, 
Dear  Sir:— As  requested  will  ^ive  you  a  few  ideas  as  my  opinion. 
1st.— Emigrants  should  be  here  at  least  ten  years  before  naturalized, 
and  then  pass  an  examination  on  our  laws  of  government. 

2d.— They  should  be  taxed  $200.00  when  landing  and  have  a  cer- 
tificate of  moral  character  and  good  health,  etc.,  from  an  officer  from  where 
they  sailed. 

3d. — Am  opposed  to  union  of  Church  and  State. 

Fraternally, 

F.  R.  McGREW,  M.  D. 
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A  CENTRAL  HEADQUARTERS. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  remarks  made  at  the  Con- 
ference. The  plan  is  by  no  means  coroplete,  but  it  is  submit- 
ted, in  connection  with  the  subject  of  organization,  not  as  a 
whole  but  as  a  part,  whatever  form  organization  may  take : 

In  reference  to  organization — 

1st. — It  is  eminently  necessary,  now  that  the  several  organiza- 
tions of  the  country  have  come  together  in  Conference,  that  there 
should  be  established  some  means  of  inter-communication 
between  all  the  many  Orders  and  Societies  who  desire  the  per- 
petuation of  our  American  Republic  and  its  Free  Institutions 
of  Liberty. 

2d. — This  may  be  accomplished — 

a.  By  means  of  correspondence. 

b.  By  the  establishment  of  a  Central  Headquarters,  to  which 
all  can  contribute,  and  from  which  information  may  be  dis- 
.seminated. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  Headquarters  would  require — 

a.  Ample  accommodations. 

b.  A  sufficient  clerical  force. 

c.  A  liberal  provision  of  money. 

The  work  of  this  Central  Headquarters  would  be  the  collat- 
ing and  compiling  of — 

1st. — Facts  and  dates  of  American  History. 

2d. — Facts  and  data  respecting  the  current  incidents  of  the 
day.  Industrial,  Civil,  Religious  and  Political. 

3d.  Facts  and  data  regarding  American  Orders,  Societies, 
and  other  Organizations. 

4th.  — Incidents  and  facts  relating  to  Politico-Religious 
movements  in  this  country,  including  Men,  Churches  and 
other  Organizations. 
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5th. — The  issuing  from  time  to  timf^,  for  the  use  of  the 
Orders  and  Societies  contributing,  of  I^ulletins  and  papers  of 
information. 

6th. — The  issuing  of  statistics  and  documents  for  the  pro- 
per directing  of  the  public  mind  generally,  either  through  tlie 
press  or  in  any  other  manner,  as  shall  be  wise. 

7th. — The  furnishing  the  Executive  Officers  of  all  or  any  of 
the  Organizations  with  facts,  and  data  at  any  time  they  may 
see  fit  to  call  for  it. 

In  order  to  do  such  a  work  as  here  laid  out,  it  would  require 
a  permanent  working  force,  who  must  be  required  to  give 
their  entire  time  to  it.  They  must  be  paid  for  their  services. 
Volunteer  work  could  not  undertake,  much  less  accomplish 
what  is  here  laid  out. 

1st. — All  facts  and  incidents,  and  other  matters,  must  be 
carefully  read,  tabulated,  copied  on  cards  or  slips  (perhaps 
many  times),  and  placed  in  drawers,  under  appropriate  heads 
or  letters,  and  made  ready  for  reference  at  any  moment. 

2d. — Many  times  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  communicate 
at  once  facts  and  information  to  heads  of  Orders  and  Societies, 
which  will  admit  of  no  delay. 

3d.  A  bureau  of  this  kind  will  be  in  receipt  of  hundreds  of 
letters  and  newspapers  every  day.  Every  letter  will  require 
the  making  of  one  or  more  notes ;  some  may  contain  matters 
that  will  necessitate  a  day's  work  for  several  persons,  and 
almost  every  newspaper  will  be  found  to  contain  a  class  of 
information  that  should  be  preserved. 

In  connection  with  the  above  work  there  should  also  be  the 
collection  of  books  relating  to  America  and  American  his- 
tory and  the  gathering  of  relics  and  mementoes  having  his- 
torical associations. 

It  is  not  important  that  this  central  head-quarters  should 
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be  located  in  one  of  the  large  cities.  It  could  be  conducted 
with  less  labor  in  the  country  and  at  a  much  less  cost. 

The  bureau  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  a  reliable  man 
who  has  an  adaptability  for  statistics  and  detail  and  who  has 
also  an  administrative  ability  and  who  should  report  to  the 
Executive  Officers  of  the  several  Orders  and  societies  in 
Conference. 

While  the  above  may  be  crude  and  unmatured  it  has  a 
practical  side  that  cannot  be  made  fully  to  appear  on  the  sur- 
face. It  would  be  found,  if  established,  worth  all  it  cost  in  its 
political  work  and  it  w^ould  hold  all  the  societies  and  orders 
together,  while  permitting  each  one  to  follow  its  own  peculiar 
work,  and  in  no  way  interfering  with  it. 

HENRY  BALDWIN. 

Atlantic  City,  May  24,  1889. 
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PROSPECTUS  OF  A  NATIONAL  INSTITUTION,  1806. 

This  paper  of  Joel  Barlow  is  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Iloyt,  of  Wisconsin,  and  which  was  read  before  Conference.  It  is  a 
plan  for  the  founding  of  a  National  University  at  the  seat  of  government 
whose  range  of  study  shall  comprehend  every  branch  of  knowledge, 
industrial,  professional,  and  ornamental.  The  document  is  of  too  great 
length  to  be  reproduced  here,  but  a  few  extracts  are  worthy  of  being 
repeated. 

A  copy  of  the  entire  document  was  presented  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
ference by  Mr.  Samuel  L.  M.  Barlow,  of  New  York. 

EXTRACTS. 

It  is  most  essential  to  the  happiness  of  the  people  and  to  the 
preservation  of  their  republican  principles,  that  this  tendency 
to  a  separation  should  be  overbalanced  by  superior  motives 
to  a  harmony  of  sentiment ;  that  they  may  habitually  feel 
that  community  of  interest  on  which  their  federal  system  is 
founded.  This  desirable  object  is  to  be  attained  not  only  by 
the  operation  of  the  government  in  its  several  departments, 
but  by  those  of  literature,  sciences  and  arts.  The  liberal 
sciences  are  in  their  nature  republican;  they  delight  in  recip- 
rocal communication  ;  they  cherish  fraternal  feeling,  and  lead 
to  a  freedom  of  intercourse,  combined  with  the  restraints  of 
society,  which  contribute  together  to  our  improvement. 

To  explore  the  natural  productions  of  our  country,  give  an 
enlightened  direction  to  the  labors  of  industry,  explain  the 
advantages  of  interior  tranquility,  of  moderation  and  justice 
in  the  pursuits  of  self-interest,  and  to  promote,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstance will  admit,  an  assimilation  of  civil  regulations, 
political  principles  and  modes  of  education,  must  engage  the 
solicitude  of  every  patriotic  citizen ;  as  he  must  perceive  in 
them  the  necessary  means  of  securing  good  morals  and  every 
republican  virtue,  a  wholesome  jealousy  of  right  and  a  clear 
understanding  of  duty,    without  which    no   people   can   be 
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expected  to  enjoy  the  one  or  perform  the  other  for  any  number 
of  years. 

Republican  principles  have  never  been  organized  or  under- 
stood so  as  to  form  a  government  in  any  country  but  our  own, 

A  general  opinion  now  prevails  that  education  has  been  too 
much  and  too  long  neglected  in  most  parts  of  our  country 
and  this  opinion  is  happily  accompanied  by  a  liberal  spirit  on 
the  subject;  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  age  and  country  in  which 
we  live,  and  of  the  government  that  conducts  our  affairs.  It 
is  a  patriotic  spirit  that  only  requires  to  be  directed,  but  if  not 
directed,  may  soon  be  lost.  The  opinions  and  dispositions  of 
men  are  changeable.  The  race  of  patriarchs  who  framed  our 
political  systems  and  are  peculiarly  solicitous  to  ensure  their 
permanent  support,  are  passing  off  the  stage  of  public  life. 
Children  are  growing  up  to  take  the  legacy  we  are  bequeathing 
them,  insensible  of  its  value  and  ignorant  of  the  means  by 
which  it  can  be  preserved.  It  will  seem  as  if  we  had  labored 
in  vain,  if  we  leave  our  work  but  half  accomplished.  And 
surely  the  task  of  preserving  liberty,  if  not  as  bold,  is  at  least 
as  difficult  as  that  of  acquiring  it.  To  acquire  liberty,  com- 
paratively speaking,  is  the  work  of  few ;  to  preserve  it  is  the 
sober  and  watchful  business  of  all.  In  the  first  operation  a 
group  of  well  informed,  enthusiastic  and  patriotic  leaders,  step 
forward  to  the  field  of  danger,  impress  their  own  energy  on  the 
multitude  of  fcJlowers,  who  cannot  go  wrong  because  the 
object  is  palpable  and  clearly  understood  ;  but  in  the  second, 
the  impetuosity  of  enthusiasm  is  no  longer  the  weapon  to  be 
used,  the  mass  of  the  people  are  masters;  they  must  be 
instructed  in  their  work ;  and  they  may  justly  say  that  when 
their  leaders  taught  them  how  to  gain  their  liberty,  they  con- 
tracted the  obligation  to  teach  them  how  to  use  it. 
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